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The PPC has once again rounded up mountains of research to produce fact sheets on 
poverty in the U.S., including individual reports on every state. These documents offer 
a foundation of facts upon which to build our campaigns. Check them out below—and	
save the date for an important gathering coming in August. If the fact sheets leave you 
hungry for more, we’ve also got a PPC-affiliated report on how we can stand against 

anti-democratic white Christian nationalism. 



Announcements 

Save the date: Moral Poverty Action Congress CA PPC report-back Sunday Aug 
13, 4pm | Register	
Join us next month to meet the faces and hear the stories of the 2023 Moral Poverty Action 
Congress’s California delegation. We’ll also hear facts and stats on poverty as the fourth-
leading cause of death in this country. Join other CA PPC supporters as we press our 
congressional reps to sign on to House Resolution 532: Fully addressing poverty from the 
bottom up, introduced last month by CA Congresswoman Barbara Lee.	

Some background: Last month, hundreds of directly impacted people, faith leaders and 
advocates from over 30 states traveled to Washington D.C. to put the nation on notice that we 
will not be silent anymore as poverty kills 800 Americans every single day. During this Moral 
Poverty Action Congress, we strategized and mobilized to shift the nation’s attention to the 
reality of poverty and force elected leaders to take action.	

New resources in the fight against poverty: state and national PPC fact sheets We have 
powerful new documents highlighting the conditions facing the 140 million poor and low-
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income people in the United States. In addition to a national fact sheet, there’s one for each 
state, including California. We can use these docs to arm ourselves with facts as we prepare 
for communications with decision makers. As Bishop Barber often says, “we don’t want to be 
loud and wrong!”	

Here are just a few of the many insights you’ll find in the fact sheets:	

 To meet their basic needs, a household with two adults and two children needs to earn 
over $30/hour. But at the current minimum wage of $15.50/hour, an individual must 
work 109 hours per week to afford a modest two-bedroom apartment. 3,405,000 people 
(or 18 percent of the workforce) earn less than $15/hour.	

In 2022, 4,627,700 people relied on expanded SNAP benefits to feed themselves and 
their families. In 2023, SNAP benefits were reduced by upwards of $250/month, cutting 

payments down to $6/day. Some 3 million people have been impacted by these cuts. 	

There’s an abundance of resources to ensure we all survive and thrive—if only we 
reconsidered our priorities:	

In California, state taxpayer dollars for deportations and border control could subsidize 
more than 471,000 public housing units. 	
CA taxpayer dollars going to nuclear weapons could provide health insurance for 1.7 
million children. 	
Taxpayer dollars going to the biggest weapons contractor, Lockheed Martin, could cover 
the salaries of more than 46,000 elementary school teachers. 	
More than $1.9 billion from California taxpayers that’s going to federal prisons could	

power more than 5.28 million households with solar energy.	

Using these resources to fully meet all of our needs would save lives and revive the economy.	

Increasing resources for the poor stimulates the economy much more than making the rich 
even richer, because the poor need to spend nearly everything they earn. Every dollar going to 
a low-wage worker adds $1.20 to the economy overall. Every dollar spent on food stamps 
generates $1.50–1.80 in economic activity.	

You’ll find these stats and a whole lot more in the fact sheets. Read the California document 
here.	

	

Support the California PPC!	

When over 140 million Americans are poor or living with low-wages, it's time for systemic 
change. We are building a movement led by poor and impacted folks, building across all lines of 
division, in order to topple the interlocking pillars of racism, poverty, militarism, environmental 
destruction and this country's distorted moral narrative. Please help us achieve this goal by 
clicking below and chipping in whatever you can. 

DONATE	

	

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGbCNKutjwJ1yXAR9WxkAyIJmPYaR-SXxgSdX3qhfocL7asDlZHW1Ea4_hmjc_CPjWfhC6mBLI2m1K1xDkDtnXuJacduTj1jgTX7x9R7O25vDnr7hh3dDTvBOKd_P1ZgThC3aQ533xkeuI3EsjrCf5f8w_IJEk6eAXsnBY9uG58RU7xf0nWqh0njg2m7YqozURYHFzbO-XiWxDn2HAGkI76wSHHMHkxxstK0iMstZ9hcgfmFg4Mry69ScZC-L3jfHSmyej79y6k9oPSR2gUYPCQNva0gV_u6Zq4glsZDJKhbznoMiRk375DupcYh_HNLXWRgs3VAH0vmaxDhxky-J-D-j0r5mYwt2ki-oe-CN_Dyuxo4tgeHVuH5ySp8sqcSvJ3v_yimwZ5mhAoxcyMSqGtB-Sd7DpvKgukL0BOQgKb5v5exeeIZ_kgca9vmGZoHjlmDaS9QsHRVk99U5CHIUSmCyliXvCuBkpbiD2yuMce/3y1/2NSo1O0OQDG89EZePVcwZw/h5/zWr0hJRaDcwYuGrocqsJ1u-9x2QsgMbLPx0uHWZ4vzk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGbCNKutjwJ1yXAR9WxkAyIJmPYaR-SXxgSdX3qhfocL7asDlZHW1Ea4_hmjc_CPjWfhC6mBLI2m1K1xDkDtnXuJacduTj1jgTX7x9R7O25vDnr7hh3dDTvBOKd_P1ZgThC3aQ533xkeuI3EsjrCf5f8w_IJEk6eAXsnBY9uG58RU7xf0nWqh0njg2m7YqozURYHFzbO-XiWxDn2HAGkI76wSHHMHkxxstK0iMstZ9hcgfmFg4Mry69ScZC-L3jfHSmyej79y6k9oPSR2gUYPCQNva0gV_u6Zq4glsZDJKhbznoMiRk375DupcYh_HNLXWRgs3VAH0vmaxDhxky-J-D-j0r5mYwt2ki-oe-CN_Dyuxo4tgeHVuH5ySp8sqcSvJ3v_yimwZ5mhAoxcyMSqGtB-Sd7DpvKgukL0BOQgKb5v5exeeIZ_kgca9vmGZoHjlmDaS9QsHRVk99U5CHIUSmCyliXvCuBkpbiD2yuMce/3y1/2NSo1O0OQDG89EZePVcwZw/h5/zWr0hJRaDcwYuGrocqsJ1u-9x2QsgMbLPx0uHWZ4vzk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGbCNKutjwJ1yXAR9WxkAyIJmPYaR-SXxgSdX3qhfocL7asDlZHW1Ea4_hmjc_CPjWfhC6mBLI2m1K1xDkDtnXuJacduTj1jgTX7x9R7O25vDnr7hh3dDTvBOKd_P1ZgThC3aQ533xkeuI3EsjrCf5f8w_IJEk6eAXsnBY9uG58RU7xf0nWqh0njg2m7YqozURYHFzbO-XiWxDn2HAGkI76wSHHMHkxxstK0iMstZ9hcgfmFg4Mry69ScZC-L3jfHSmyej79y6k9oPSR2gUYPCQNva0gV_u6Zq4glsZDJKhbznoMiRk375DupcYh_HNLXWRgs3VAH0vmaxDhxky-J-D-j0r5mYwt2ki-oe-CN_Dyuxo4tgeHVuH5ySp8sqcSvJ3v_yimwZ5mhAoxcyMSqGtB-Sd7DpvKgukL0BOQgKb5v5exeeIZ_kgca9vmGZoHjlmDaS9QsHRVk99U5CHIUSmCyliXvCuBkpbiD2yuMce/3y1/2NSo1O0OQDG89EZePVcwZw/h5/zWr0hJRaDcwYuGrocqsJ1u-9x2QsgMbLPx0uHWZ4vzk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGbCNKutjwJ1yXAR9WxkAyIJmPYaR-SXxgSdX3qhfocL7asDlZHW1Ea4_hmjc_CPjWfhC6mBLI2m1K1xDkDtnXuJacduTj1jgTX7x9R7O25eDxUA1fNjP0E_NCDhyLNiCX-u5PbzgzHNdv32mjyuYKMoegJbvwgqndugXOLMycRK7-qQwxRqn7-RtFupLX_kglbDuZsyL6HzRC1C31FghhB5De8Q7VdVCSBnorC5lkNonYXSLsJetUyWtNTPJv0QjgaDQCOnN1MDQmNbLD3Kj4s3lUeQ6PKd8_x8ykjdeWJs2lu5IHhwMgIrY3EIwFVPEBQwwqtJzdYyCMmA9tJ1KgJlCircM8X8tqhuizdy4niOXpUrbEydGNNARrZ-F5FdkJFwNo_EvvKXLeDNjOGTO-ccazO6_G8j0UkGwnvMZJec8GRPJxTXX2f7dTc31Up3fyeAkVFscLwNQG6YBFmxhzBHf5Vd0pZ4omiKSXBPSaJ/3y1/2NSo1O0OQDG89EZePVcwZw/h6/ER4aJjdp0EI4UY2c1ZObSzXYz5PYkMyQ9IkoJLB2upU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDCgvSQeL3d9D24YHu4obZFvc50Zh3laYVXcHOstcrLjw5kGLDu6x8Xnw9gQB5CgbqtirKSg_7UKXPSuuPDpiPPadyo5_9gP4eEM6Gwhec6n8F11BXAc7FJlnZldpkswarZ7oegXqN9d0PnkZJYC6eYLzKNWGQNygBnsl2tKCbXRRV1qW7lO1PdiP4hD5f60Xf0kSg5ZfriuPzferVYl4UADcuNwYr1At49NaL47rRQ6F7rJzK4Pvue26VqZB-S2kKAXKEPoXHNa953H45N-VPzWvU7XE7f25FFZD1trrzFnWxOEgwG7tzzkvyDv1ZvDY2XWUCZk1pE2_WfgR46TNMbcK_MiFuqhLtlSgiV-39tQNAZAi7JyXG54UQPkV5zejHWG7nyfJP5kvlz3c6Dgb-YA/3y1/2NSo1O0OQDG89EZePVcwZw/h7/ciRxwcb7icSrYkdbKMRemecKCk6BcldO4M6M7_4qil8


News 

A multifaith panel and a powerful report on Christian nationalism	
In the face of mounting anti-democratic white Christian nationalism, how do we organize and 
fight back? What is and isn’t working? What changes are necessary to build a pro-democracy 
society with deep roots and lasting power? 	

Rahna Epting, Executive Director at MoveOn; Stosh Cotler, Senior Advisor at the progressive 
Jewish political organization Bend the Arc; and our own Rev. Theoharis gathered last week for 
a Netroots Nation panel to explore these questions and share strategies from their new report, 
“All of U.S.: Organizing to Counter White Christian Nationalism and Build a Pro-Democracy 
Society.”	

Commissioned by the Kairos Center and the MoveOn Education Fund, and supported by an 
advisory committee made up of policy organizers, strategists, pastors and researchers from 
diverse cultural backgrounds, the report is intended to sound the alarm and foster urgent 
collective action. It contains three core recommendations based on research and interviews 
with several critical organizations, including the PPC: 	

1. Organize more holistically: Broaden and sustain our base through attending to 
people’s material, emotional and spiritual needs.	

2. Contest and invest: stop ceding geographic, political and moral space.	
3. Plan and coordinate for deeper crisis: Take the steps to prepare our organizations, 

communities and networks for greater uncertainty, chaos and possible large-scale crisis.	

Read the report here.	

	

Thanks for reading. If you have any questions, you are welcome to reply to this newsletter or 
email california@poorpeoplescampaign.org.	
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