
Newsletter: A call to people of faith, Bishop Barber’s Bloody Sunday prayer 
and more 

 
Thu, Mar 9, 2023 

 

We’re excited to announce a special meeting where diverse people of faith will discuss 
the powerful ways faith communities can advance justice in California and beyond. 

Details below, plus an extensive recap of our International Women’s Day gathering and 
a look at last weekend’s events in Selma.  



Announcement 

People of Faith in the PPC 
Wednesday Mar 15, 6:30pm | RSVP 
Calling all people of faith: Next week, the California PPC will be holding an online 
gathering of faith leaders, as well as people of faith who don’t identify as leaders, from 
a beautiful and powerful array of spiritual traditions.  

It's an opportunity to meet other people from throughout the state with the goal of 
increasing the involvement of people of faith in our work. We will hear about the Close 
the Wealth Gap campaign and how it fits with our Third Reconstruction Agenda work 
nationally. We’ll also deepen our knowledge and our commitment to press elected 
representatives to center the needs and concerns of the 20 million Californians who are 
living in poverty.   

News 
In Selma, Bishop Barber shares the stage with President Biden 
PBS was one of many outlets to cover last weekend’s commemoration of Bloody  
Sunday, which this year saw its 58th anniversary. The article mentions both Bishop 
Barber’s invocation in Selma and the open letter he and six other faith and political 
leaders had sent to the president and legislature last month.  

At the top of his invocation, Bishop Barber addressed the president, quoting Pope 
Francis: “Prayer is the opening of ourselves to be seized by God, for the purposes of 
love and justice.” He offered rousing words of devotion, struggle and hope from Rabbi 
Heschel and Harriet Tubman. He then led the assembly, which included Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, Alabama Congresswoman Terri Sewell and Rev. Al Sharpton, in a call-and-
response prayer—moving the president, seated behind him on the dais, to echo 
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entreaties to uphold voter protections. He closed with a paraphrasing of Tubman: 
“Thank you God for letting us know that you’re yet alive,” he said. You can watch the 
whole thing here. And don’t miss the open letter: “Selma Is Sacred Ground.” 

 

Support the California PPC! 

When over 140 million Americans are poor or living with low-wages, it's time for systemic 
change. We are building a movement led by poor and impacted folks, building across all lines of 
division, in order to topple the interlocking pillars of racism, poverty, militarism, environmental 
destruction and this country's distorted moral narrative. Please help us achieve this goal by 
clicking below and chipping in whatever you can. 

DONATE 

 

Recap 

International Women’s Day event 
End Women’s Poverty: Invest in Caring Not Killing 
Spearheaded by the California PPC and in collaboration with dozens of cosponsors 
and endorsers, our International Women’s Day event drew over 200 people to 
celebrate and honor women, and to acknowledge their contributions and recognize the 
challenges they continue to face.  

Monique Orozco welcomed us with a land acknowledgement and urged us to learn               
more about the lands and Indigenous peoples wherever we are. We were lifted up by              
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the powerful songs of Ciara Taylor from New York and Arnaé Batson from Los Angeles.              
It wouldn’t be our movement without music! 

We heard the painful and powerful stories of women struggling to survive and fighting 
back: Jenina Gorman, an Indigenous woman in Pennsylvania fighting to get her 
children out of the system; Jacqueline Johnson in Los Angeles, persevering even after 
being denied healthcare to keep her alive following a bout with cancer; Kenia Alcocer 
demanding that immigrants be given the same rights and opportunities as the rest of us 
living here; Rachel West in San Francisco calling on us not to criminalize mothers for 
resorting to prostitution to support their children. 

Women recounted the struggles they are waging in communities everywhere: 
Nana Gyamfi of Black Coalition Fighting Back Serial Murders/Reclaiming Our Sisters 
Everywhere spoke of the horrors of Black and Indigenous women being murdered and 
disappeared; Karen Frailey in southern Illinois with Shawnee Forest Defense described 
efforts to protect her land. And we heard from Leddy, who talked about the fearless 
women she works with to organize paid and unpaid domestic workers in Peru. 

We were honored to be joined by some of our elders who have continued in the 
struggle for so long: Rev. Annie Chambers, one of the organizers of the original Poor 
People’s Campaign; and Dolores Huerta, one of the leaders of the United Farm 
Workers Union. 

Two of our champions in Congress joined us as well. Rep. Gwen Moore (WI) shared 
her background as a single mother and spoke about the importance of restoring the 
Child Tax Credit. Rep. Barbara Lee (CA) urged Congress to pass her Third 
Reconstruction Resolution, noting that it is a “comprehensive response that prioritizes 
the needs of women and children.” 

The danger of the war economy was a central theme. Darien De Lu of Women's  
International League for Peace and Freedom and George Friday of United for Peace 
and Justice highlighted the damage that the war economy inflicts on all of us, with 
Jodie Evans of CODEPINK adding that “women bear the brunt of war.” 

National PPC women leaders were in the house! Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis recounted the 
many women in the movement who have taught and inspired her through the years. “It 
is women who are building from the bottom up and breaking every chain,” she said. 
Shailly Gupta Barnes, policy director of the Kairos Center and the PPC, reminded us 
that “the story of poor and low-income women, caregivers, trans women, everyone who 
is marginalized and oppressed in this society, without the recognition, power or the pay 
that we deserve—never ends here…because we only get what we’re organized to take. 
Out of love we are here, building our power, today and every day, until we win 
everything that we deserve.”  



  
The afternoon ended with another song: “Here We Come!” performed by Taína  
Asili. 

Thanks to all of the fierce and fearless women who helped to organize this beautiful 
and powerful gathering. 

 

Thanks for reading. If you have any questions, you are welcome to reply to this newsletter or 
email california@poorpeoplescampaign.org. 
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